
Public Power Week in Wakefield
WMGLD General Manager Pete Dion met with local residents, business 
representatives and students throughout October to celebrate the 
benefits and advantages of a community-owned electric utility as part of 
the department’s Public Power Week activities. The WMGLD is one of  
2,010 community-owned electric utilities in the United States that serve 
more than 44 million people and 2.8 million business customers. 

The General Manager met with local seniors at the John J. McCarthy 
Senior Center, and with members of the Wakefield Rotary Club to talk 
about public power and issues of importance to WMGLD customers. He 
answered questions about energy conservation, the new design of the 
rate structure, the new bills, ways businesses can encourage energy 
conservation at the workplace, and WMGLD’s preventative maintenance 
and tree-trimming programs. 

General Manager Dion also visited  fifth grade classrooms at the Galvin 
Middle School and St. Joseph’s School to introduce the second annual 
WMGLD Essay Contest. The contest teaches students about public power, 
how electricity gets to homes, and how  to save energy. As part of the 
contest, the students were asked to write an essay about what saving 
energy means to them, drawing upon some of the information they learned 
during the General Manager’s visit. The essays were submitted to the 
WMGLD with the winning essays selected from among the many entries. 
The seven winners: Kylie Dubé, Ethan Howland, Freya Prince, Brad 
Safner, George Simion, Alexis Truesdale, Bret Willis were honored at a 
ceremony in December.

Sponsored by the American Public Power Association (APPA), Public 
Power Week provides an opportunity for utilities like the WMGLD to 
remind customers that local residents make important decisions about 
their public power services. To commemorate the week and the benefits 
of public power, the Wakefield Board of Selectmen proclaimed the week 
of October 4th through 10th Public Power Week in Wakefield.
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General Manager Pete Dion hosted an awards ceremony 
for the winners of the second annual WMGLD Essay 
Contest. The seven winning essays were selected from 
among more than 260 essays submitted by sixth graders 
at the Galvin Middle School and St. Joseph’s School. 
Accepting their awards are (from left to right) Kylie Dubé, 
George Simion, Brad Safner, Bret Willis, and (back row, 
left to right) Alexis Truesdale, Ethan Howland and Freya 
Prince. The winning students received a U.S. Savings 
Bond and a certificate.

Essay Contest Awards Night

Your Account Number Has Changed
WMGLD customers who automatically pay their WMGLD bill through their bank 
should note that their WMGLD account number has changed as a result of the 
new bills. To avoid confusion and to ensure prompt payment of your bill, please 
notify your bank of this change.

New Bill and Rate Structure
The WMGLD launched a new bill in late summer with a new look and new features, 
including a breakdown, or unbundling, of electric and gas charges, along with a daily 
average usage chart that shows how much electricity and gas is used each day, on 
average, each month.

At the same time, the WMGLD redesigned rates, eliminating the previous declining 
block rate structure and replacing it with residential, commercial and industrial 
rates that are the same for customers in each rate class.



General Manager Dion Elected MMWEC President
General Manager Pete Dion was recently elected President of the 
Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC), a 
nonprofit, public corporation and political subdivision of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. Pete serves with a 12-member Board of Directors. 

MMWEC was founded in 1969 to provide services to the consumer-owned, 
municipal utilities of Massachusetts and provides numerous power supply 
services, including power supply forecasting and planning, project and contract 
development, power supply and demand management, as well as a range of 
services facilitating municipal utility participation in wholesale power markets.

Through MMWEC,  the WMGLD has ownership interests in five electric 
generating units, including the Stony Brook Intermediate Unit, and the Stony 
Brook Peaking Unit, both in Ludlow; the Seabrook Station, Millstone Unit No. 3, 
and W.F. Wyman Unit No. 4. 

The organization also provides a variety of financial services, including bond 
issuance, money management, treasury, accounting and budgeting services, 
as well as engineering and project operations, risk management, information 
systems and business services. 

In addition to the bond-financed power supply projects, MMWEC negotiates 
contracts and makes other arrangements to meet the bulk power requirements 
of its 20 members and 28 project participant utilities, and serves as an advocate 
for municipal utility interests in the development of New England’s electricity 
marketplace, as well as a variety of regulatory, legislative and judicial forums.

Helping Others In Need 
The WMGLD is once again coming to the 
aid of people in need by participating in 
the Salvation Army Good Neighbor Energy 
Fund. WMGLD customers will receive a 
Good Neighbor Energy Fund envelope with 
their January bill that they can use to make 
a tax-deductible donation, in any amount, to 
the Salvation Army. 

The Good Neighbor Energy Fund, now in its 
25th year, helps provide energy assistance 
to residents in temporary crisis who are 
struggling to pay their energy bills and 
do not qualify for federal or state energy 
funds. For information about the fund, visit 
the Good Neighbor Energy Fund website 
www.magoodneighbor.org, or the WMGLD 
website at www.wmgld.com, or call the 
WMGLD business office at 781-246-6363.

We’re Proactive…
The WMGLD takes a proactive approach 
when it comes to maintaining the electric 
wires throughout the town through its 
aggressive tree-trimming program. This 
ongoing program helps ensure that snow 
and ice-covered tree branches and limbs 
do not come in contact with the wires during 
heavy snow and ice storms, which could 
cause a power outage. Remember to stay 
away from any wires that are down.
Anyone who sees a tree limb or branch near 
wires should contact the WMGLD at  
781-246-6363.

WMGLD calendars are  
now available
The 2010 WMGLD calendar is now available 
at the WMGLD business office while 
supplies last. This is the 24th year that the 
WMGLD has produced the historic calendar 
for its customers. The calendar also provides 
tips on how to save energy throughout the 
year. Due to the limited number of calendars 
printed, only one calendar will be distributed 
per WMGLD customer family or business, 
while supplies last.

WMGLD Lights Up the  
Downtown Area
The WMGLD recently donated additional 
LED holiday lights to the downtown lighting 
program, as well as energy efficient lighted 
garland on street light poles on Albion Street. 
This is the second year the WMGLD has 
donated lights to help conserve energy in the 
downtown area.
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